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HINH ANH NGUOI DI TRU TRONG TIEU THUYET
NGUO1 BAC KINH O'NEW YORK CUA TAO QUE LAM
VA TAP TRUYEN NGUO1 DICH BENH CUA JHUMPA LAHIRI
Dinh Thi Nhung*
TOM TAT

Tiéu thuyér “Nguwoi Bdac Kinh ¢ New York” ciia nha vian Tao Qué Lam va tdp
truyén “Nguwoi dich bénh” ciia nit vén si Jhumpa Lahiri la nhitng tac pham tiéu biéu
Ciia dong “vin hoc di ddn”. Mdc di song & hai thé hé khdc nhau nhung trong cdc
sang tac trén, hai nha van da tai hién mét cdch trung thuc buc tranh cugc Séng va
tam Ii cua nhitng nguwoi My géc A véi nhiéu diém twong dong va khdc biét.

Tir khéa: Nguoi Bdac Kinh ¢ New York, Tao Qué Lam, Nguwoi dich bénh, Jhumpa
Lahiri, van hoc di dan

1. Mé dau ban x@... Tao Qué Lam rdi Trung Qudc

X3 hoi ngay nay dang trong xu thé sang My vao nam 1980 va sau do6 tro
toan cau hoa. Hinh anh con nguoi, van thanh mot doanh nhan thanh dat. Nhan
hoa ¢ dat nudce nay xuat hién & dat nudc mdt 1an 6ng vé thim qué va trén chuyén
khac da tré nén quen thudc. Trong do bay tré lai My, 6ng cam nhan 10 su bé
phai ké dén mot s6 lwong 16n nhitng  tic cia minh khi khong thé giai thich
nguoi di cu sang My — noi ma nhiéu cho nhitng ngudi than hiéu dugc cudc
ngudi coi la thién duong. Ho ra di voi  sdng vat va clia 6ng trén dat My. Tir do,
nhiéu muc dich khac nhau, tuy nhién, ong suy nghi vé viéc viét ra cudc doi
khong phai ai ciing dat duoc nhimg diéu minh. Ong tu nhan minh khong phai 1a
minh mong mudn — cd nhitng thanh mot cdy but chuyén nghiép ma ong chi
cong, kho khan va ca that bai, mit mat;  viét vé chinh minh v&i nhiing trai
tham chi c6 ngudi nam lai ngay ¢ nghi€ém va cam nhan sy khac biét tur tan
“ngudng cua cua thién duong”. Cung trai tim. Jhumpa Lahiri sinh ra tai Anh,
VGi sy thay d6i vé khong gian 1a sy thay bd me déu 1a ngudi Bengali. Nam ba
ddi vé tam ly. Su thay doi tam ly mot tudi, gia dinh ¢6 di cu sang M. C6 cam
phan do chinh ban than ho y thic — d6 nhan khong noi dau 1a qué huong cua
1a sy song nho, séng tam; nhung phan minh. J. Lahiri xem viét vin 13 15i thoat
nhiéu do cach ddi xr va cai nhin cua duy nhét cho tinh trang séng ludng cu
nguoi ban xa. Tam ly nguoi di trd thuc cia ban than, mot kiép séng c6 qua
su 1a mot thé gidi day phic tap. nhiéu nhimg diéu nan giai, khong thé

Tao Qué Lam va Jhumpa Lahiri déu dirt bo, lang quén, 1am ngo hay che giéu —
1a nhitng nha van ndi tiéng cua dong kiép song ciia ké tha huong. Vi vay,
“van hoc di dan”. Ca hai ludén tran tro nhitng trang viét ciing chinh 1a hanh
giita cOi ngudn van hoa dan toc véi sy trinh nha vin tim kiém ban ngi cua
hoa nhdp vin hoa ban dia, giita truyén minh, 1a “chuyén ra khoi” dé “ding xa
thong va hién dai, gitra phuong Dong va va nhin vao cudc doi minh”.
phuong Tay, gitra nguoi di cu va nguoi

"Truong Dai hoc Bdng Nai
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Tiéu thuyét Ngwoi Bic Kinh & New
York viét bang tiéng Trung, xuit ban
vao thang 8 nam 1991. Tac pham phan
anh cudc séng ctia nhitg ngudi nhap cu
6 New York ma dai dién la doi vo
chong tré — Vuwong Khoi Minh va
Quach Nhan. Ho la nhac cong dai vi
cAm trong doan nhac giao hudéng & Bic
Kinh va dén New York mang theo udc
mo vé mot cudc séng moi, mét chan
troi moi. Khi dén noi, ho gip ngay
nhing “ct sé¢”, nhitng khac biét rat 16n
gitta thuc t& va mong tuéng; nhung
béng su nd luc, khon khéo va quyét
tam, ho da lam giau bang chinh doi tay
ctia minh. Cung véi sy thanh cong do 1a
biét bao khé khén, tui nhuc, thing trim,
mat mat, phan boi va cudi cung New
York van khong phai 1a thién duong voi
ho. Quach Nhan tr¢ nén dién loan. Con
gai cua ho — Ninh Ninh — tr mdt dura tré
ngoan ngoan liic ho ra di gio thay doi va
bi bon tong tién bin chét. Truéc khi
chét, c6 bé chi c6 mot udc mudn duy
nhit 1a dugc tré vé “nha”. Vuong Khoi
Minh song trong ¢ don va an han sudt
phan doi con lai. Cubn sach ra doi tai
Trung Qudc va tré thanh cudn sach ban
chay nhét trong ndm, sau d6 dugc dung
thanh phim. Pay la by phim Trung
Quéc dau tién dugce quay tai My. Nam
1993, mot phién ban tiéng Anh cua
cudn sach dugc xudt ban va mot phién
ban tiéng Anh cta phim truyén hinh
duoc san xuét.

Tap truyén dau tay Nguwoi dich bénh
gdém chin truyén ngin viét bang tiéng
Anh dat giai Pulitzer cho thé loai truyén
hu cdu, giai cuén sach dau tay hay nhat
cua New York, gidi PEN/Hemingway
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va da dugc dich sang 29 thu tiéng va tro
thanh tic phdm ban chay nhat trong
cling nhu ngoai nudc M§. Nhiing trang
viét cua Jhumpa Lahiri thuong ké vé
cudc sdng cua nhimg ngudi An Do tha
huong, dac bi¢t, nha van tap trung nhiéu
trang viét dé khai thac trai nghiém cudc
sdng nhap cu cua 16p tré An Do. Tén
cua tap truyén duogc léy tr mot cum tur
trong tac pham. “Toi rat khoai véi dau
dé Interpreter of Maladies (Ngudi dich
bénh) bdi day la cai tén t6i da nghi hang
ndm troi trude khi viét, khi toi chua biét
cu chuyén s& dé cap dén didu gi” —
Jhumpa Lahiri néi vé tén ctia tac pham
dau tay. “Tat ca nhiing truyén ngan cua
Lahiri duoc ké bang mot giong vin tinh
té, 16i cudn, va g01 cam; trong mot hinh
thitc ¢ cau trac chit ch& nhu phuong
trinh toan hoc”, mgt nha phé binh nhan
xét [1].

Hinh anh nhiing ngudi goc A di cu
sang My khong con gi xa la. Mac du co
nhiéu dong gop cho nén kinh té cua Hoa
Ky nhung ho van bi ngudi ban xi coi 1a
“cong dan hang hai”. Tim hiéu vé nguoi
di trd v6i ngudn goc xuit than, cudc
séng va dic diém tam 1y cta ho s& gop
phan dua dén cai nhin diy da hon vé
con nguoi trong xa hoi hién dai cling
nhu thiy duoc cach nhin nhan van dé
ctia mdi nha van.

2. Ngi dung

2.1. Nguén géc xuit than ciia
nguwoi di trit

Jhumpa Lahiri va Tao Qué Lam déu
la nhitng nha van di cu sang My. Mot
diéu rat dé nhan thay trong sang tic ciia
hai nha van nay la nhitng nhan vat cua
ho déu 12 nhitng con ngudi gbc A.
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Trong Nguoi Bdc Kinh ¢ New York,
Tao Qué Lam ké vé ddi vo chong nghé
s nguoi Bic Kinh — Vuong Khai Minh
va Quach Nhan — vuon minh vuot 1én
s6 phan. Vi Quach Nhan c6 di & New
York nén hai vo chéng ho di quyét tam
s& sang My, dé lai c6 con gai Ninh Ninh
mudi mot tudi cho dng ba nodi. Khi ho
dugc cip gidy nhap canh sang My, biét
bao nhiéu nguoi dung lam tha tuc tai
ctra Pai st quan da rat ghen ty véi su
may mén ciia ho. Ngudi ta ca ngoi nude
My va vd tay chiic mimg. Trong budi
t6i chia tay, hai nguoi ban cia ho —
Ding Vi va Tiéu Tran ciing hét 1i chuc
muimg. Ho an udng, n6i chuyén véi nhau
rat than mat, vui vé. Pang Vi néi rang:
“Bén My lam gi c6 chuyén khong vui
vé, hanh phuc” [2, tr. 19]. Ho ndi nhiéu
vé nude My, vé su tu do, van minh, tién
tién, hién dai. “Nudc My tu do, tha stc,
mubn 1am gi thi lam, chiang phai xin ai
ca. Chi c¢6 1am, chang ai can ngin ai
hét...” [2, tr. 21]. Trén may bay, khong
it 1an hai vo chong ho hoi tiép vién
“Ching ta dang bay dén My phai
khong?” nhu mot sy ching thuc riang
ho khong mo. Ding trong san bay
J.F.K, rat dé nhan thay ho 1a ngudi chau
A boi mau da, von tiéng Anh bap be
cung thai d6 ngo ngac. Ho dd bi mat hét
hanh 1y nhung khong hé gi vi ho van
dang song trong cam gidc lang lang
sung sudng.

Ngoai hai vg chdng Quéach Nhan,
cac nhan vat khac la nguoi Hoa cling
duoc Tao Qué Lam nhéc t6i. Do 1a ba
chu tiém an tén A Xuin d3 timg tot
nghi¢p truong Pai hoc Colombia; anh
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chang Tiéu Ly & ctra hang an, ngudi
vung Triét Giang, hoc dén thac si hai
duong sinh vat hoc, gio di lau khay;
ong chu hi¢u cua hang tap hoéa ho Luu
trude ddy 1a mot tudng Qubc dan Pang
gio da vé huu; hoa si Tran Phéan tir Vién
My thuat Trung wong Bac Kinh, gio di
v€ tranh thué & cong vién; Duong Lan —
vo hoa si Tran Phan — dén My¥ du hoc,
gi& di 1am bao miu cho mot gia dinh
ngudi My; roi 6ng chit ho Ma & xudng
quin 40 may san; bac bép trudng; co gai
ttn Bach Ta Mai lam cung Quéch
Nhan... Ho dén New York tir nhiéu noi
khac nhau ¢ Trung Quéc, ho déu 1a
nhiing nguodi c¢6 tai va cd chung mot
mong mudn ban dau 13 tim kiém co hoi
d6i doi trén cai hon dao bé nho nay.

O tap truyén ngin Nguwoi dich bénh,
Jhumpa Lahiri ciing d& cap dén nhiéu
nhan vat c¢6 ngudn gdc 1a nguoi chau A.
Ho c6 thé 1a thé hé thi nhét di tri hay
thé hé sau dugc sinh ra trén dat My.
“Chuyén nhét thoi” ké vé cip vo chong
nguoi An Do sinh ra va 16n 1én tai Mgy.
Anh chong Shukumar 13 nghién ctu
sinh dang 1am luan 4n vé cac cudc tranh
chip doi ruong dat ctua ngudi An D9,
con Shoba, vo anh, 1a bién tap vién mot
nha xuat ban. Cau chuyén “Khi bac
Pirzada dén an t6i” ké vé cudc doi va
tam trang cua nguoi dan Ong tén
Pirzada bi lac mét gia dinh. Khi bac
dugc hoc bong sang M§ nghién ctru vé
hé thuc vat bang New England thi ¢
Pakistan 1am vao noi chién. Vo con béc
khong biét troi dat vé dau. Xuyén sudt
truyén ngan 13 nhitg binh luan, nhimg
héi tudong, nhitng cAu chuyén cua bac
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v6i “bb t6i” — mot ngudi Bengal ciing 1a
ngudi moi bac dn tdi. Su co mit ciia bac
da dé lai ndi nh¢ trong 1ong c6 bé Lilia,
khién em nay sinh tinh cam véi mot noi
xa la bén kia bo dai duong. Trong khi
d6, truyén “Ngudi dich bénh” noéi vé
mot cudc hanh trinh tré lai thim An Do
cua gia dinh 6ng ba Das — mdt gia dinh
ngudi My gbc An. Ho dugc mot nguoi
huéng dan du lich tén Kapasi din
duong. Cudc gip g& di dé lai ddu an
khé phai cho ca hai phia. Nhung diém
nhin trong truyén nay 1a bi mat ma ba
Das ké cho ong Kapasi nghe. D6 1a
Bobby khong phai 14 con trai ciia chong
ba. “Ngoi nha cua c6 Sen” tai hién hinh
anh ctia mdt phuy nir An Do co tinh cam
sau dam v6i qué nha va khong thé hoa
nhdp dugc voi cudc séng noi xu la.
“Ngudoi gac cong chan chinh” lai ké vé
cudc doi mot nguoi ti nan t€n 1a Boori
Ma bi mat hét cua cai, xa lia gia dinh.
“Ng6i nha dugc ban phuoc” la cau
chuyén vé déi v chong tré nguoi My
gbc An dang ¢ ging hoa nhap voi nhau
sau khi don dén ngodi nha moi chira day
dd dung cua dao Thién Chta. “Goi
tinh” lai 13 cau chuyén vé co gai nguoi
My gbc An dem long yéu say dam mot
nguoi dan 6ng Bengal da c6 gia dinh
nhung dap lai chi 1a su bac béo cua
nguoi dan 6ng do. “Luc dia thu ba, luc
dia cubi cung” 1a cau chuyén ctia mot
ngudi dan ong An Do nhép cu, rdi qué
huong tim kiém twong lai ¢ nhitng ving
dat xa la: ban diu & Anh, sau d6 dén
Hoa Ky. Ba chd nha tro cia 6ng da
ngoai mot trim tudi va to ra rat hai long

7

khi gip vo 6ng — mot nguoi phu nit An
Do dju dang trong chiéc 4o sari.

C6 thé thdy diém gidng nhau giita
hai tac gia nay 1a déu dé cap dén cudc
sdng va sd phan cua nhiing con ngudi
gbc A — ngudi My gbe Hoa, ngudi My
gbc An. Ho déu 1a nhiing con ngudi
séng tha huong, “dang loay hoay gitta
nhting phong tuc nghiém ngit ma ho
thira huong va mot thé giéi moi day tro
ngai ma ho dang phai dbi dau hang
ngay” [4, tr. 5]. Nhan vat cua Tao Qué
Lam la dai dién cho thé hé tré Trung
Quéc — nhirng nguoi dam mé, coi nudc
My 1a thién duong va lén duong dé
thuc hién “giéc mo MJy”. Ho ra di
mang theo bao nhiéu 4o tudng vé mot
xd hoi tdt dep, mot cudc séng moi.
Giita uéc mo ho ap U va hién thuc ho
dang d6i mat c6 mot khoang cach rat
16n. Tao Qué Lam da tai hién cudc doi
ctia ho tir khi dén My dén khi ho thanh
dat thong qua nhiing trang van véi
giong diéu day khach quan.

Khic véi Tao Qué Lam, Jhumpa
Lahiri it tai hién nhitng con nguoi lan
dau tién dit chan lén dat My ma chu
yéu 1a nhimg con ngudi An Po tha
huong d3 ting sinh séng & My hay
nhitng thé hé sau ciia nguoi di cu. Tac
gia khong miéu ta ho phai vat 16n véi
nhitng thang ngay kho khin d& muu
sinh ma cha yéu chu trong miéu ta tim
Iy con nguoi hién dai. Néu nhu céu
chuyén cua Tao Qué Lam lam ta thay
dugc sy lanh Iung cua nhitng nguoi
déng huong trén dat My thi nguoc lai,
nhiing cau chuyén cta Jhumpa Labhiri
chtra dyng tinh ngudi ndng 4m. Ho sén
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sang cuu mang, ling nghe, chia sé ndi
long vo6i nhau. Bac Pirzada (nguoi
Pakistan) duoc gia dinh Dora (ngudi An
Do) cuu mang sudt mot thang troi. Ho
con an Ui, dong vién dé bac quén di ndi
lo v& vo va nhiing dtra con.

2.2. Cugc song ciia ngwoi di trii

Cudc sdng ctia ngudi di tra thay dbi
hoan toan khi dén My. Gi4c mo tan v&,
ho ddi dién voi thuc tai phii phang: “&
cai nudec My nay, khong kiém dugc tién
thi ké nhu tu sat” [2, tr. 46]. Trong cai
xa hoi ma Vuong Khoéi Minh goi 1a
“khén nan”, khong ai cho khong ho cai
gi ca. Hai vo chdng & trong mot cin
ham sap x¢, tdi tam, ban thiu, dbi lap
voi cal “mdi la va hay hay” ma ho vua
mo&i nhin thay vai phat trude. Cing véi
s tién chin trim d6 vay ng va su bo vo
noi xt nguoi, ho phai lao vao kiém
séng ngay tr ngdy hom sau. Vuong
Khoi Minh khé khin 1dm méi kiém
duoc chan rtra chén cho mot nha hang
g6c Hoa, con Quach Nhan lam tai mot
xuong len. Ho dd tir bé han udc mo
choi dan nhu ngay ¢ Bic Kinh ma lao
dau vao kiém tién dé séng sot duoc trén
dat My. Khong ai & Bic Kinh biét duoc
su cuc kho va vat va ma vo chéng Khoi
Minh dang phdi chiu dyng. Pang V¥
nghi rang gid nay vo chong Khoi Minh
“giau sang, hanh phuc va tu do” “dang
phong xe di choi, dang danh dum lam
gidu” thi thyc té “Quach Nhan dang
phai xoay xo6a nhu con thoi. Hom nay
dén xuong lam viéc, nang budc cd phan
khong viing” [2, tr. 75], nang phai mang
hang vé nha 1am thém va thirc dén nira
dém dé hoan thanh; con Khéi Minh
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cling phai “lan lung ra lam viéc, vira
vuc tay vao nudc rira bat, vira tim minh
trong dong md hodi nhé nhai” [2, tr. 56],
“chan anh ndang nhu deo d4, cic ngon
tay té cung, dau ning trich” [2, tr. 50].
Ngay ca khi 6m, hai vo chdng ciing
khong dam t61 bénh vién vi s¢ tn tién.
Ho di 1am tir sang sém va tré vé vao luc
dém t6i nén khong biét ¢én mat troi trén
dat My tron méo thé ndo. Sau mot
thang, Quach Nhan tré nén “tiéu tuy,
hdc hac, da dé nhot nhat, quﬁy mit siu
hoim”, Vuong Khoi Minh hai tay nut
né, doi mat do ngau vi thiéu ngl, quan
40 mic dén size nho nhit roi dén ca size
cua tré em. Nho su kién tri va nhay bén,
ho mé mot xuong dét len cho riéng
minh, kiém dugc nhiéu tién, don dén
mdt cdn nha mdi khang trang. Hai vo
chéng con mua dugc biét thy, mot can
lau xinh xan va nhiéu bat dong san co
gi4 tri khac dé cho thué. Ho thay nhiing
chiéc xe hoi ngay mot hién dai va dat
tién hon. Néu nhu trudc day, Quéch
Nhan phai an mot miéng banh mi nhat
dugc ¢ ngoai phd thi bay gio, ho c6 thé
thuong thirc nhiing bira an dit tién va
quy hiém & nhitng nha hang sang trong.
Vuong Khai Minh ¢6 thé mic nhiing b
com 1& phang 1y véi ca vat ngay mot dat
tién va dep hdn 1én; Quach Nhan deo
nhimg d6 trang stic dat tién, trang diém,
nhudm moéng chan mong tay, di tip thé
duc, xoa bop, lic vong... [2] Ho dugc
nhiéu nguoi biét dén va 1a tim guong
sang cho nhiéu ngudi noi theo. Ciing tir
day, bi kich tinh than méi cua ho lai bét
dau. Vuong Khéi Minh phai long ba
chu nha hang gbc Hoa trudc day anh
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lam. Ho don con gai Ninh Ninh tir Béc
Kinh sang. Vi mong mudn bu dap cho
con, hai vo chdng da chiéu chudng, dap
g tat ca nhimng gi c¢6 bé yéu cau ma
khong mot 151 phan nan, ca than. Dé rdi
cubi cung dra con cia ho hoc theo
nhiing thoi x4u ciia My, bo nha ra di va
chét. Cong ty cua ho dimg trudc bo vic
pha san, Quach Nhan vao nha thuong.
Vuong Khoi Minh va Quéch Nhan la
tiéu biéu cho thé hé tré cua Trung Qudc
thanh cong trén dat My. Nhung di ciing
v6i su thanh cong d6 1a nhiig mat mat
khong bu dip noi.

Trong tap truyén ngan cta Jhumpa
Lahiri, cac nhan vat cta c6 cling y thirc
duoc rat 1 minh 13 ngudi di cu tir chau
A. Ho ludn c6 ¥ thirc gitr gin phong tuc
cua nguoi An nhu cach an méc, am
thuc, tin ngudng va ton gido. C6 Sen
trong “Ng6i nha ctia c6 Sen” 1a mot vi
du dién hinh. Séng trén dit My nhung
co luu giit tit ca nhimg gi thudc vé An
Do. C6 co thoi quen thich dn ca nhu hau
hét nguoi An. C6 ndi vé6i cau bé Eliot
rang “6 An Do bita sang nguoi ta an ca,
moén ho an cudi cung trude khi di ngi
cling 1a c4, cd cling 1a blta an nhe tu
truong vé néu ho may man. Ho an duoi,
an trimg, tham chi an ca dau” [4, tr. 177].
Vi vay ma c6 da lan 161 dén mot cua
hang & Bic Pai Tay Duong cot chi dé
mua duogc ca tuoi. Khi an banh, ¢6 cho
rit nhiéu nudc xot Tabasco va hat tiéu
1én nhirng chiéc banh cua minh dé trong
gidng banh pakora (mdt loai banh nguoi
khai vi ciia nguoi An D9§). Tham chi co
con thuong xuyén niu nudng bang
chinh con dao mua tir An D¢. Tinh cam
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cia ¢d danh cho An Do khién ciu bé
Eliot ngac nhién. Ngay trong cach an
mic ciing thé. An twong dau tién cua
Eliot v6i ¢6 gido chinh la bd sari — trang
phuc truyén théng cua ngudi An Do:
“cO mic mdt chiéc sari lép lanh mau
trang c6 dudng hoa tiét 1a nhitng canh
hoa cong mau vang cam” [4, tr. 162].
C6 Sen co6 thoi quen mic sari “Chiée
sari cta cia cd, mdi ngay 1a mot chiée
khac, bay bay bén dudi tim 4o choang
danh cho moi thoi tiét” [4, tr. 171]. Roi
cd cling cho Eliot xem bd suu tap sari
cua minh: “co kéo tung ngan kéo va anh
clra ti quan ao. Trong d6 ddy nhiing
chiéc sari di mau, théu chi mau vang va
bac. Mot sé chiée trong, mong, nhimng
chiéc khac lai day véi nhiing nim tua
trang tri & dau” [4, tr. 179]. Khong chi
c6 Sen ma rat nhiéu nhan vat nit trong
tap truyén ngan nay cling rat thich mic
sari nhu Mala, ngudi phu nit An Do
trén dai 10 Matssachussets trong “Luc
dia thtr ba, lyc dia cudi cung”, ba Boori
Ma trong “Ngudi gic cong chan
chinh”... Co6 cling thich nghe mot bang
nhac ma c6 goi 1a “raga” (mot loai nhac
dan tdc cua nguoi hindu thuong duoc
nghe vao luc chiéu muodn, khi mit troi
sap 1an) ma theo cd con budn hon ca
ban nhac cua Beethoven ma Eliot thich.
Co cling thich nghe nhitng ban tin cua
ngudi An, ¢6 luén chdm mot nét son do
Ién tran... Cac nhan vat khac trong tap
truyén ciing van giit nhitng nét riéng
ctia ngudi An PO nhu in bdc bang tay,
nau nhiing mén an An Do, mua thit
cuu, thit dé, dung cu va gia vi cua
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nhitng ngudi ban thit theo dao Hoi hay
cho ¢ Calcutta.

C4 hai nha van cung khai thac cudc
song cua nguoi di trii nhung theo nhimng
huéng khac nhau. Tao Qué Lam cha
trong t6i su thay doi cudc séng cia ho
trén dat My — tir nhitng ngay vat va dén
luc tré thanh nhitng nguoil giau sang.
Ho cb ging sbéng theo 161 sdng cua
nguoi My, gia nhdp vao xa hoi cua
ngudi My. Jhumpa Lahiri lai cha y dén
nhitng nét vin hoa truyén thdng ma cac
nhan vat ciia c¢6 ludn c¢d ging giir gin.
b6 1a nhiing nguoi thanh dat nhung
ludn séng theo cach sdng ctia ngudi An
trén dat My.

2.3. Tam ly ngwoi di tru

Trong Nguoi Bac Kinh & New York
va Nguoi dich bénh, ca hai tac gia déu
miéu ta tdm 1y nhan vat rat sau sic. Co
mot didu dé nhan thiy & cac nhan vat
nay la sy d4u tranh, ban khoan dé dung
hoa giita nén vian hoa tién tién ciia nude
M§ va nén vin hoa dam mau sic
phuong Dong.

Vo chéng Vuong Khéi Minh —
Quach Nhan ngd ngang khi dat chan
dén New York. Ho d&én My véi tim
trang hao hirc, voi vién tudng vé mot
tuong lai t6t dep. Ho dugc chimg kién
canh tugng nhon nhip & san bay. Ho
tram trd khi di qua nhitng khu phd sang
trong & New York. “Cai thanh phd tran
ngap anh di¢n yéu quai va la noi do hoi
bac nhit thé gidi nay, 1am cho ngudi
nudc ngoai luén cam thdy la 1Am vo
cung [...] Anh dén né-6ng dii cac mau
thi nhau téa sang, 1am sang ruc ca bau
troi dém” [2, tr. 31]. Ho ciing ngac
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nhién khi di qua khu phé cia nhiing
nguoi vo gia cu, ngudi nghéo: “Canh
tugng hién ra trudc mét ho 1a nhiing
to4n ngudi vo gia cu nip trong nhiing
x6 tdi trudc cira nhitng ngdi nha cii nat,
lom khom stra luéi. Bén v¢ duong,
nhitng ké song lang thang nam ngdn
ngang trén mit dat dang lién tuc ndc
ruou manh. Hai ¢6 gai gin nhu trin
truong nhady mét va viy vdy Vuong
Khéi Minh” [2, tr. 32]. Chi trong mot
khoang thoi gian ngin ma ho duoc
chung kién hai mat cuia mot New York!
Tao Qué Lam d rét tinh y khi tai hién
tam trang nhan vat nhiing xtc cam trai
chidu nhu vdy. Dang sau sy vui suéng,
cam than, reo mimg ban dau 13 nhiing
hoai nghi, ling ting, so hai ap dén. Roi
ho tuyét vong va dau khé vi y thue réng
minh s€ khong bao gid ¢6 co hdi dugce
quay lai voi dam mé ngay trudc. Ngay
dau tién dén New York va ciing 1a ngay
ho nhan ra rang “cai dat nay khong co
tinh nguoi”. Ho lac 1ong va c6 cam giac
nhu bi moi ngudi bd quén gilta céi
thanh phd nao nhiét nay. Tuy c6 nhiing
gidy phut tu ti trudc ngudi ban xu
nhung Vuong Khoi Minh van ludn cé
niém ty hao vé ngudn gbc cua minh.
Anh cho rang “dé sinh ton can phai thay
ddi chinh minh”, “dam lam viéc nguoi
khac chua lam, dam t6 ra doc dao, dam
goi md chan troi mdi la da thanh cong
mot nira” va nhu thé “cho dan New
York biét dan Béic Kinh théng minh nhu
thé nao” [2, tr.106], “khong thé, ai dam
bao dan Trung Qudc théng minh” [2, tr. 65].
Vo chéng Khéi Minh — Quach Nhan la
dai dién cho nhiing ngudi phuong Dong
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ludn can ci, chiu kho, giau dirc hy sinh
va c¢6 y chi. Khi thanh cong, tinh céch
ciia ho ciing thay dbi, giébng nhu A
Xuan dd néi “co tién, con ngudi tro
thanh khac di”: Khoi Minh tr¢ nén
“choi ngdng, ngao man, ty cao ty dai
chang ai bang”, 1am ra bo cao sang véi
16i di khénh khang nhu vit bau; Quéch
Nhan tr¢ nén di€u da, quan tam dén
cach moi ngudi nhin minh “cing dén
mot noi véi bo trang phuc lan trudc,
nguoi ta con coi minh ra gi nita”... [2,
tr. 271]. Tuy nhién, ho cling gap nhiing
“culture shock” nhu hau hét nhiing
nguoi nhap cu khéac. D6 1a tinh dé xén
trong chi tiéu cua ngudi Trung Qudc
dbi 1ap voi viée phai chi tiéu & My va
khong dugc dé qua s tién cho phép
trong ngan hang; nghi ém ¢ Béic Kinh
van dugc huong lwong con nghi ém &
New York thi dén mét xu ciing khong
co; hodc viéc cha me khong dugc can
thiép vao cudc séng cia con cai khi
chiung da di muoi tim tudi, néu khong,
cha me c6 thé bi bat giam. ..

Vuong Khéi Minh — Quéach Nhan
van y thic minh 13 nguoi Trung Qudc
va day cho con gai diéu d6. Khi Ninh
Ninh chay dua theo 16i sdng My,
Vuong Khéi Minh da khuyén con: “Ba
cho ring vé quan niém gia dinh, quan
niém dao duc, Trung Quéc chiing ta van
hay hon” [2, tr. 209]. Anh day con rang:
“Nguoi Trung Qudc ching ta mudn trd
thanh nguoi My ciing khong dugc”
[2, tr. 208], day con can phai giit trinh
tiét. Mdi khi nhic vé Bic Kinh hay c6
cai gi d6 goi lai nhitng ky niém & Bic
Kinh, hai vo chong ho khong khoi boi
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hoi xtic dong. Ho da dimg say swa nghe
mot anh chang kéo vi cAm trén phd
(trong khi dra con gai cua ho lai tho o)
va r6i Khoi Minh da khong tiéc ma cho
anh chang choi vi cam trén phd nim
muoi d6 vi anh ta da lam ho nhé lai
nhitng thang ngay & Béic Kinh cing
nhau choi dan va luyén tap nhiing ban
nhac cia Mozart, Beethoven... Nhiing
thang ngay 4y that dep. Nhung cudi
cung, chinh Vuwong Khéi Minh lai la
ngudi phan boi dau tién, phan boi lai
tinh yéu, phan boi lai vo con. O cudi
truyén, dta con gai ho rit muc yéu
thuong da ra di mai mai, mot phén boi
chinh sai 1am cua nguoi cha. Diéu d6 da
1am cho Khoi Minh vé cting hdi han.

O sang tic cua Jhumpa Lahiri ta
khong thiy cai ngo ngac cta con ngudi
khi méi dit chan dén nuéc My ma thay
vao do la tam ly ctua nhiing con nguoi
da timg song mot thoi gian dai trén dat
My véi nhitng nép séng, nép nghi hét
sttc dic trung. Co diéu nhiing dic trung
ay khong con mang mau sic huyén bi,
linh thiéng, trim mic nhu thud nao
trong van hoa An Do ma rat doi thuong,
dam dac du vi cua thoi dai méi. Anh
Shukumar thich nhimg chuyén di da
ngoai voi ban bé hon 1a tré vé An Do
cung cha me hay viéc anh nghién ctru
lich st An Do trong sach gido khoa
cling chi don gian bdi d6 la mot mon
hoc nhu bat ky cic mén hoc nao khac.
O d6, nhitng goc khuit tdm hon cua
nhiing nguodi dang trong tinh trang
“ludng cu” dugc phoi mo. Do 1a tam 1y
day dut, ban khoan khi phai vat 1on vdi
chinh minh dé gitr cho dugc nhiing nét
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ban sic van hoa riéng. Vai co Sen trong
truyén “Ngoi nha cua c6 Sen”, “viéc
nhéc t6i tir An D6 duong nhu giai phong
mot cai gi do trong co6” [4, tr. 163]. Co
tu hao vé dat nude An Do cua minh, cb
truyén tinh yéu d6 vao cau bé Eliot. C6
lwu giir tit ca nhitng gi thuoc vé An Do
voi tit ca niém thanh kinh nhu mot sy
an i ban than, cho voi di ndi nhé qué
huong. Bét cr chuyén gi trong cudc
song ciing goi cho ¢d vé nhitng nim
thang song & An Po: khi dung con dao
cong, ¢6 nhd dén viéc khi nha nao d6 ¢
An Do c6 dam cudi hay mot viee gi,
nhiing nguodi phu nit thuong mang
nhiing con dao d6 sang dé gitip cha nha
thai rau d&m hom trudc, ho vira thai vira
n6i chuyén vui vé subt dém; “& nha” chi
can cao giong mot chut hay c6 bét cir sy
dau kho hodc vui ming nao thi hang
x6m s& kéo dén hoi han, chia sé; khi tap
lai xe, ¢6 noi véi Eliot rang & An Do
nguoi 1ai xe ngdi phia bén phai chi
khong phai bén trai... C6 Sen la hinh
anh con ngudi An Do khéng thé hoa
nhap duoc voi cude sdng & noi diy. Do
cling 12 tdm trang khic khoai mong
ngong vé qué huong: “Thé ¢6 co thé lai
xe dén Calcutta dugc khong? S& mat
bao lau ha Eliot? Muoi ngan dam véi
tdc d6 ndm muoi dim mot g10?” (“Ngoi
nha cua c6 Sen”) [4, tr. 172] hodc tim
dén qué huwong nhu mot niém an ui:
“Me anh (Shukumar) da hoan toan suy
sup khi cha anh mat di. Ba bo vé
Calcutta, d¢ mic cho Shukumar giai
quyét moi viéc” (“Chuyén nhat thoi”)
[4, tr. 15]. Nhung duong nhu trong tap
truyén ngan Ngwoi dich bénh ta van gip
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dau do6 tam ly ty ti cia mot by phéan
ngudi di tra. Diéu nay hoan toan khac
v6i Nguoi Bic Kinh & New York. Trong
sang tac cua Tao Qué Lam, ta thiy rd
rang sy ¥ thirc vé nguoi gdc Hoa nhung
hoan toan khong co su tu ti trudc nhiing
nguoi ban dia. Tam 1y nguoi di tra
chung ta ciing bit gip dau diy trong
nhiing sang tac cua cdc nha van khac
ma Toni Morrison 12 mot vi du dién
hinh. Sang tac ctia ba dé cap dén nhimng
ngudi géc Phi bi ban sang lam no 18
hodc di cu sang My, chiu moi sy ghé
lanh va tan bao cua dan ban dia nhung
ho van cb ging luu giit nhitng truyén
thdng ctia ngudi da den.

Hai tac pham cung viét vé nguoi di
trd cua hai tac gia ¢ hai thé hé khac
nhau c6 nhiéu diém twong dong va khac
biét. Ca hai nha van cung khai thac cam
thire luu vong qua nhiing hoai niém cua
nhén vat vé qué khir, cam thuce lac loai
gitta chén xa la khong hoa nhap duogc
hay sy hoi nhap va y thic vé ban sic.
Tuy nhién, cich nhin nhan van dé cua
hai nha van cling c6 sy khac nhau. Tao
Qué Lam khai thac thanh cong sy dau
tranh ctia con ngudi trong cudc sdng dé
muu sinh. Jhumpa Lahiri chi y nhiéu
hon dén sy chong chénh cua tam 1y con
nguoi trong xa hoi hién dai. Su khac
nhau nay mot phan do thoi dai nhung
¢6 18 mot phan ciing do tam 1y dan toc.

3. Két luan

Hinh anh nguoi di trd 1a nhiing
sang tao khong lip lai cua Tao Qué
Lam va Jhumpa Lahiri. Nguoi di tra trd
thanh hinh anh dai dién cho con nguoi
hién dai trén hanh trinh tim kiém ban
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ngd va vi tri ciia minh dé ton tai trong ngudi doc co thé hinh dung vé cudc
mot x4 hoi day bién dong. Ca hai tac gia song trén dat My:
da cho ta gidy phat dimg lai dé nhin “Néu ban yéu anh ta,
nhan rd hon thé giéi, dé ta biét rang Xin hay dwa anh ta &én New York,
nuéc My khong phai la thién duong. Vi noi 4y la thién duong.
Xin mugn nhiing cau tho két thuc tac Néu ban ghét anh ta,
phim Nguwoi Bic Kinh ¢ New York dé Xin hay dwa anh ta &én New York,
Vi noi 4y 1a dia nguc.”
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IMAGES OF IMMIGRANTS IN THE NOVEL PEKINGER IN NEW YORK
BY CAO GUILIN AND THE COLLECTION OF SHORT STORIES
INTERPRETER OF MALADIES BY JHUMPA LAHIRI
ABSTRACT

The novel “Pekinger in New York” written by Cao Guilin and the collection of
short stories “Interpreter of Maladies” by female writer Jhumpa Lahiri are typical
literary works of ‘“Immigration Literature”. Despite living in two different
generations, writers faithfully present the picture of Asian American lives and
psychology with similarities and differences in their books.
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